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should return with honour and safety to London. Ludlow alone had courage to speak a loud "No!" Mussey, Waller, Poyntz, and other officers of the old Army, took measures to enlist men ; and then Fairfax and Cromwell advanced attain on London. They came as far as Ilounslow Heath where a rendezvous was held, the King in the meantime going to I lampton Court under Whalley's escort. Many members of the* Parliament fled to the Army for safety. I lad Charles for one moment been gifted with moderate political wisdom, he could now have yielded a little to the Army and made himself master of the kingdom. But out of all this tumult the deep disgust which the soldiers had imbibed against the King's tergiversation led to the formation of a sentiment, of revenge which had hitherto been absent. They began to cry for justice on offenders. They called themselves The Levellers, and, as a means of levelling all distinctions in those* guilty of crimes against the state, they named Charles as the Chief Delinquent. At first it was a whisper, and then it grew into a loud and fierce demand for his blood.
On the 8th of August the Army entered London, and made a magnificent, but quirt and solemn, march thrmu;h the city. Fairfax was in the van, surrounded by many notable members of his staff. Skippon was in the centre, while Cromwell, the real hero, rode at the rear. The object of this military demonstration was simultaneously to overawe and reassure the city and the Parliament. There was no disorder, nor plunder, nor licentiousness, but the dignity, the sobriety, the stern resolution, which appeared on the faces of ;n,txx.> Puritan veterans, convinced all beholders that here was a force* which could not be safely defied. Hut it was ominous of future woe. It marked the triumph of the Army over the civil power, and the ascendency of the Independents over the Presbyterians,
The King was at his old palace: of Hampton Court, in full intercourse with his former friends, and with some of his "evil councillors " attending him ' ; vainly imagining that these fast-crowding events portended his own restoration to power.
1 The Lords Richmond, Hertford, Cupel, mid Southampton were with htm.